H. C. Thyregod had agreed to continue as the Task Officer for the Professional Register. The database programme was now functioning well and there had been a response of 800 to the first mailing of the questionnaire and to date the information from 500 questionnaires had been fed into the database. A second mailing of the questionnaire to those who had not responded will be mailed shortly.
Joan Edelstein had agreed to continue as Editor of the International Newsletter. In addition, she had agreed to accept the position of Task Officer for Journal Promotion for the coming Triennium.
International Consultants
The 
International Organisations
The World Health Organisation (WHO) is interested in having further discussions with ISPO regarding the outcome of the Alexandria meeting. It is hoped that such discussions would also explore the development of working relations between the Society and WHO.
The Society has organised a session on prosthetics and orthotics at the 5th European Conference of Rehabilitation International (RI) which was to be held in Dublin, Ireland from 20-25 May, 1990. In addition, the President had been invited to address a Plenary Session at this Conference. The Society are also organising a session on prosthetics and orthotics at the 9th Asia and Pacific Regional Conference of RI to be held in Beijing, China from 26-30 October, 1990.
Margaret Ellis had agreed to continue as one of ISPO's representatives to the International Committee for Technical Aids (ICTA).
The Society has sent letters to the Foreign Ministers of influential countries to express its concern with regard to the two International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) orthopaedic technicians taken hostage in Beirut. It agreed that the Society should stay in close contact with ICRC to offer the Society's assistance in this matter.
Congresses
Seishi Sawamura presented the Final Report on the Kobe Congress. There being a total of 1759 attendees at the Congress which included 961 full registrations, 263 one-day registrations, 36 student registrations, 183 accompanying persons, 96 exhibitors and 220 staff. The Scientific programme was very well supported with 475 individual presentations. Seishi Sawamura reported that in view of the generous sponsorship and contributions to the Congress, made by individuals and agencies in Japan, and the success of the exhibition and instructional courses, the Congress had realised a profit of more than 4 million yen. The President, on behalf of the Executive Board and the Society, thanked Seishi Sawamura and his colleagues for organising such a successful scientific and social Congress.
Arrangements for the 7th World Congress which is to be held in Chicago, USA, 28 June-3 July, 1992 are well underway. A local Congress Committee has been established and the International Congress Committee has had initial discussions with regard the programme. Further information is displayed elsewhere in this issue of the Journal. Two countries have indicated interest in hosting the 1995 Congress, namely, Australia and Netherlands. The closing date for invitations to host this Congress is 3 May, 1990 and all bids will be considered at the first meeting of the Executive Board after that date.
Conferences and Meetings
The President reported on the arrangements for the European Conference on Rehabilitation Technology to be held in the Netherlands from 5-8 November, 1990. He reminded the Board tat there were no financial implications to the Society in this meeting. A number of ISPO members had been invited to speak at the Conference. However, it was left to individual members to decide whether or not they wished to offer papers.
Acke Jemberger informed the Board of the progress which had been made in organising the meeting on the Foot and Shoe which is to be held in Jonkoping, Sweden from 10-13 June, 1991. He was presently developing the programme and would report to the next Executive Board Meeting.
The organisers of Dundee '91 -Orthotics, an international conference and instructional course to be held in Dundee, Scotland from 16-20 September, 1991, had requested a formal association with the Society for this Conference. The Executive Board agreed to this formal association.
International Committee Meeting
The Executive Board discussed the unapproved Minute of the last International Committee Meeting. A number of issues raised at the meeting were considered.
The Executive Board discussed the desirability of establishing special interest groups within the Society and were of the opinion that at present such groups should not be introduced, however, should the need arise to establish a particular special interest group this would be examined on its own merit.
The Honorary Secretary reported that office procedures with regard membership and payment of fees had been reviewed in response to suggestions made by a number of National Member Societies. It was hoped that the task falling on National Member Societies would be made easier by this review.
The International Committee had discussed the differentiation in status between ordinary members and Fellows in the Society as a number of National Member Societies had suggested that there should be no such differentiation in the Society's membership. It was agreed that National Member Society representatives should go back to their members and seek their views on this matter, sending them in turn to the Executive Board who would take action as required. However, few communications had been received from National Members Societies and the Executive Board decided to defer taking any action until it was clear that no further communications would be received.
The International Committee/Executive Board Working Group had met prior to the Executive Board Meeting and there had been long and thoughtful discussion at that meeting. The Working Group will report on its proposals to the Executive Board and the International Committee by the Summer of 1991.
